CHAPTER VII

THE DAWN IN ENGLAND

THE   early  Spiritualists  have  frequently been
compared with the early Christians, and there
are indeed many points of resemblance.   In one
respect, however, the Spiritualists had an advantage.
The women of the older dispensation did their part
nobly, living as saints and dying as martyrs, but they
did not figure as preachers and missionaries.    Psychic
power and psychic knowledge are, however, as great
in one sex as in another, and therefore many of the
great pioneers of the spiritual revelation were women*
Especially may this be claimed for Emma Hardinge
Britten, one whose name will grow more famous as the
years roll by.    There have, however, been several
other women missionaries outstanding, and the most
important of these from the British point of view Is
Mrs. Hayden, who first in the year 1852 brought the
new phenomena to these shores.    We had of old the
Apostles of religious faith.    Here at last was an apostle
of religious fact.

Mrs. Hayden was a remarkable woman as well as
an excellent medium. She was the wife of a respect-
able New England journalist who accompanied her in
her mission, which had been organized by one Stone,
who had some experience of her powers in America.
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